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COMPARED WITH OTHER NATIONAL BRANDS 
UM EDUCATION IS BARGAIN
Cary E. Holmquist 
UM University Relations
MISSOULA—
College students across the nation are being told in the press to expect 
the cost of their 1983-84 education to average between $4,618 and $4,721 at 
public colleges.
However, University of Montana students won't be among those paying so 
much for their high quality education. Costs for UM in-state residents' fees, 
books and living expenses will be about $3,850 and for out-of-state residents, 
$5,700.,
Nationally, 1983-84 average costs for private colleges will be about $8,440 
to $8,939.
These national figures are from studies by the American Council on Education 
and the College Scholarship Service.
One of the primary reasons the UM costs are low compared to the national 
averages is that charges for UM on-campus housing and meals have been held to * 
the same estimates as last year, according to W. Michael Easton, UM vice-president 
for student and public affairs.
Easton said that inflation has built up and hit college students hardest in 
living costs like housing and meals.
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However, Easton explained, higher-than-expected enrollment and residence 
halls occupancy at UM last year resulted in overall savings for students.
He added that the University has been able to trim on-campus living costs 
through energy savings, accomplished through grants for energy-efficiency 
audits and adjustments, and increase reliance on undergraduate students as staff 
members in the residence halls.
Another national trend has been for public colleges to pass on increased 
costs to students through special fees to make up for shrinking state-appropriated 
funds.
However, UM has usually resisted adding special fees to students* costs.
Only in the area of computer-use have Montana public colleges added a special 
fee-amounting to $1 per credit hour up to $12 per students per quarter.
Easton said the computer fee was necessary because the available funding 
has not kept up with the explosion in computer technology and use in educating 
students.
